1

2022 Official Program
Friday 8th - Sunday 10th April 2022

Hosted by the Southern Sports Academy
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NSW Government Welcome Message
On behalf of the NSW Government, I warmly welcome you to the NSW Southern region for the 2022 Your
Local Club Academy Games hosted by the Southern Sports Academy. The Games bring together the NSW
Regional Academies of Sport (RAS) to celebrate and recognise athletes in an environment that promotes
high standards in competition, respect and responsibility.
It is a testament to the organisers that the Games will again go ahead in 2022 despite the ongoing impact
of COVID-19, and more recently the major floods in NSW which have devastated many athletes’ and their
families. Our thoughts are with all those individuals and communities who have been affected.
As part of its long-standing investment in regional academies the Office of Sport is proud to support the
Games. This investment is crucial to promoting and encouraging the development of athletes within their
own regional communities to achieve sporting success.
Regional Academies are an integral component of the NSW sport performance pathways, providing
education and advancement opportunities for local athletes, coaches and officials, and leveraging
community support for sport across the state.
As a key part of the NSW Government’s Future Champion Strategy, Regional Academies work in
partnership with the Office of Sport, NSWIS and various State sporting bodies to provide valuable and
detailed insight to support a greater understanding of pathway activities for talented regional athletes.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all competitors the best of luck for the Games and I hope you
have a safe and truly incredible experience. I also encourage visitors to enjoy their trip and make the most
of their stay in the beautiful Southern region of NSW.
Karen Jones
Chief Executive, Office of Sport
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Regional Academy of Sport Chairman’s Welcome Message
It is with great pleasure and on behalf of all 11 Regional Academies of Sport (RAS) that I welcome everyone to the
2022 Your Local Club Academy Games.
It is clear how important events like this are to the future sporting endeavors of our athletes and the sporting
reputation of New South Wales. New South Wales is a state that loves sport and has a strong reputation for
delivering world- class sporting events, so the Regional Academies are thrilled to be welcoming some 1300 athletes to
Wagga Wagga over the next three days of competition.
On behalf of the RASi network I would like to thank the Southern Sports Academy for hosting this wonderful event
and I’m sure we will witness some outstanding competition at some of the state’s best venues and facilities.
Not only has a brilliant line-up of sporting competition been planned to unite athletes and supporters, but you will also
have the opportunity to see first-hand the enthusiasm and talent that the youth of regional NSW has to offer.
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank the volunteers and other non-playing supporters. You are integral to
the success of sport at all levels. Without the coaches, managers and volunteers and sports science personnel events
such as this would not be possible.
RASi is delighted to again recognise the ongoing generous support of ClubsNSW (Your Local Club) as principal
partner of these games and also the NSW Government through the Office of Sport, for their continued backing and
strategic leadership in giving opportunities to regional athletes. To Wagga Wagga City Council and Southern Cross
Austereo, we also thank you for your support.
Finally, on behalf of the Regional Academies of Sport, I wish you all the best for your chosen sporting events, and I
trust that we will see fair, hard fought and exciting competition in the days to come. The Your Local Club Academy
Games provides a unique opportunity for regional athletes to display their skills and hopefully many athletes will
progress to higher levels of competition. Good luck to all involved.
Brett O’Farrell
Chairman of Regional Academy of Sport

Chief Executive Officer, Hunter Academy of Sport
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Southern Sports Academy Chairman’s Welcome Message
On behalf of the Southern Sports Academy, I would like to welcome all athletes, families, carers, coaches, support staff
and spectators to Wagga Wagga, the host of this year’s Your Local Club Academy Games.
The Southern Sports Academy covers 22 local government areas within the NSW Department of Sports’ Riverina
region. The region is a powerhouse in agriculture, a strong commercial hub, a fantastic place to live and bring up a
family and is synonymous with sporting achievements in many disciplines. Wagga Wagga is a beautiful and vibrant
city. It is known as the city of good sports and has many outstanding sporting facilities that will host the games. I hope
your time in Wagga Wagga and the Riverina for the games is both rewarding and enjoyable.
The Academy Games is an important event in the annual calendar – providing many of the most talented emerging
athletes from the 11 Regional Academies within NSW the opportunity to experience competition at the highest level
and advance in their chosen sport. I thank our partner regional academies for the support they have shown to again
deliver a platform from which the games can grow. The games could not proceed without our valued partners who
continue to contribute generously to provide such opportunities to our youth. I would like in particular to
acknowledge and thank ClubsNSW, NSW Office of Sport, Wagga Wagga City Council, Southern Cross Austereo and
Active Physiotherapy.
I would also like to acknowledge our regional executive, program managers and communications staff, coaches and
sporting leaders. It is often their guidance, dedication and passion that inspires our junior athletes to progress through
the pathways and delivers the high standards we will witness across the games.
Good luck to all athletes and I trust your experience will see you return for future sporting opportunities in the
Riverina region.
Lincoln Kennedy

Chairperson, Southern Sports Academy
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Southern Sports Academy Staff
Mark Calverley

Chief Executive Officer
Email: mcalverley@ssa-nsw.org.au
Mobile: 0409 821 133
Cathy Breese

Office Manager
Email: cbreese@ssa-nsw.org.au
Mobile: 0499 389 577

Games Contacts

David Ferguson

Program & Athletic Development Manager
Email: dferguson@ssa-nsw.org.au

Mobile : 0418 459 266
Bianca Smith

Marketing & Communications

Email: bianca@hunteracademy.org.au
Mobile : 0413 976 707
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RASi Sport Convenors
Basketball: Tye McGann (CCAS), Brent Hartley (NIAS), Stephen Craig (SWSAS)
Golf: Brett O’Farrell (HAS)
Hockey: Candice Boggs (WRAS)
Netball: Shona Eichorn (NIAS)
Cycling: John Armstrong (IAS)
Triathlon: Cathy Breese (SSA)
Indoor Volleyball: Claire McCulloch (NCAS)

Local Sport Coordinators
Basketball: Tennielle Cochran, Nathan Bloor, Jono Anderson
Golf: John Barac
Hockey: Ken Larkin
Netball: Amanda McLachlan
Cycling: Fiona Fahey
Triathlon: Danny Russell
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A Big Thankyou To Our Major Sponsors:
Your Local Club
Registered clubs in NSW have long-supported the Academy Games since the competition’s inception
back in 2005. NSW clubs contribute $65 million to junior sport every year with many young athletes
starting their sporting dream with the encouragement and support from their local club. Your local club
is proud to be the Principal Partner once again this year.

NSW Government Office of Sport
The Office of Sport works with key sector partners to develop a vibrant and valued sport and active
recreation sector that enhances the lives of the people of NSW. The Office is responsible for planning,
managing and delivering high quality venues, facilities and sport and active recreation development
programs, high performance sport and sports integrity and safety.

Wagga Wagga City Council
Wagga Wagga City Council manages more than $1.47 billion in assets, including a 2300km road
network, Wagga Wagga Airport, Livestock Marketing Centre and the Oasis Regional Aquatic
Centre. Council also provides important community facilities such as Wagga Wagga Art Gallery, as
well as maintaining countless parks, playgrounds and sporting facilities to ensure Wagga maintains
its reputation as “the City of Good Sports”.

Southern Cross Austereo
Southern Cross Austereo (SCA) is one of Australia’s leading media companies reaching more than 95%
of the Australian population through its radio, television, and digital assets. Under the Triple M and Hit
network brands, SCA owns 99 stations across FM, AM, and DAB+ radio. SCA provides national sales
representation for 34 regional radio stations.

Active Physiotherapy
Active Physiotherapy has been a locally owned and directed Riverina allied health provider for over 22
years. Over this time they have developed a friendly, dynamic team and provide a broad range of quality
physiotherapy, exercise physiology, pilates, NDIS and paediatric services. They believe strongly in our
vision for Active, Healthy and Happy Riverina families.
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Regional Academies of Sport

Hunter Academy of Sport (HAS)

Commencing its operations 34 years ago in 1988, the Hunter Academy of Sport is the largest regional Academy in
Australia with an average of 600 athletes participating in 16 talent development programs annually. The pool of
athletes is taken from the Hunter region comprising of eleven town councils, home to over 9% of the NSW
population.
The region is rich in resources and underpinned by the world’s best quality coal, natural water resources, significant
electricity generation capacity, an innovative manufacturing sector and a progressive business culture. The Hunter
boasts leading research and education facilities, world class wine and equine industries, vibrant cultural and tourism
opportunities and a quality lifestyle for its population.
The Academy is providing advice in areas such as sports administration, coaching, refereeing or umpiring, facilities
development, injury prevention, fitness testing and training, sport psychology, public speaking, ethics in sport,
nutrition and personal development.
HAS is represented by 188 athletes, coaches, managers and staff at this year’s Academy Games across every sport on
offer.

North Coast Academy of Sport (NCAS)
The North Coast Academy of Sport’s geographic region is vast, extending over 500kms of coastline from Laurieton in
the south to Tweed Heads on the Queensland border. The region includes major regional centres such as Tweed
Heads, Murwillumbah, Byron Bay, Lismore, Ballina, Grafton, Coffs Harbour, Kempsey and Port Macquarie. Since 1989
the Academy has assisted many athletes to achieve success at state, national and international level.
Currently the Academy offers 11 sports programs and is represented at these games with male and female teams in
Basketball, Hockey, Golf and Volleyball and female in Netball. NCAS is represented by 147 athletes, 16 coaches and 4
managers at the 2022 Games. In total, nearly 1,500 NCAS athletes, coaches, managers & staff have attended the
Academy Games since 2008.

Western Sydney Academy of Sport (WSAS)
The Western Sydney Academy was established in 2004 and after more than 17 years of successful operation, has
provided over 3,000 scholarship opportunities to talented young athletes.
The Academy’s catchment includes eight Local Government Areas in Western Sydney and a total population of some
1.8 million people, so there is a rich vein of talented young sports people who are able to take advantage of the
Academy’s

development
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programs. WSAS currently offers scholarships across 7 sports disciplines, together with a Lone Star Program. These
sports include BMX, Cycling, Golf, Netball, Netball Umpire, Rugby Union, Softball and Triathlon.
In this year’s Academy Games, the Western Sydney Academy has provided a total of 63 athletes across the sports of
Cycling, Golf, Netball and Triathlon. The Academy has traditionally presented very strong squads in sports such as
Netball and Golf.

Northern Inland Academy of Sport (NIAS)
The Northern Inland Academy of Sport is celebrating its 30th year since inception in 1992. Since this time, NIAS has
conducted sports programs for talented young athletes and coaches in the Northern Inland region of NSW, a vast
geographic area which covers the Liverpool Plains Shire Council in the South, to Tenterfield in the North, to Narrabri
and Moree in the West, to Armidale and Walcha on the Northern Tablelands in the East.
In 2022, NIAS offers 12 Sporting programs including: Athletics, Basketball, Football, Golf, Hockey, Lone Star
(individual sports), Mountain Biking, Netball, Rugby League, Rugby Union, Tennis, and Triathlon.
At this year’s Your Local Club Academy Games, NIAS will be represented in 4 sports: Basketball, Golf, Netball and
Hockey. The Academy staff, coaches and athletes are ready for the long trip south to Wagga Wagga for the 2022
Academy Games.

South West Sydney Academy of Sport (SWSAS)
The South West Sydney Academy of Sport is celebrating its 25th year developing talented athletes within its region.
The Academy currently provides 11 varied sports scholarship programs, with just over 210 athletes. These programs
are supported by over 55 volunteer coaching and support staff members. SWSAS, has one of the smallest
geographical Academy regions in NSW, covering just four Local Government areas, namely: Campbelltown, Camden,
Liverpool, and Wollondilly - with a combined fast-growing population of over half a million people.
This year in Wagga, SWSAS will have 6 sports represented with a total of 165 athletes, coaches, and support staff –
Triathlon, Basketball, Netball, Golf, Hockey, and Volleyball.

Central Coast Academy of Sport (CCAS)
The Central Coast Academy of Sport (CCAS) was founded in April 2004. Since then, the CCAS has built a proud
history of success, with over 4,034 scholarships provided to athletes across 22 sporting disciplines, helping to develop
numerous state, national, international and professional athletes from the Central Coast.
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The CCAS currently provides around 300 scholarships annually across a range of 12) sports programs. These include
AFL, Basketball, Future Stars, Golf, Hockey, Indigenous Talent ID, Netball, Netball Umpires, Swimming, Touch Football,
Triathlon and Volleyball.
The CCAS has competed at every Your Local Club Academy Games since the games’ inception in 2005. This year a
total of 120 athletes, umpires, coaches and managers will be back on tour representing the Central Coast with every
athlete keen to continue the outstanding success of previous campaigns.

South East Sports Academy (SESA)
South East Sports Academy (SESA) is a regional academy of sport providing development opportunities for talented
athletes and coaches in the South East area of NSW.
SESA’s boundaries are located to the immediate north, east and south of the Australian Capital Territory. It covers
the NSW local government areas of: Bega Valley; Snowy Monaro; Eurobodalla; Queanbeyan-Palerang; GoulburnMulwaree; Yass Valley; Upper Lachlan and Hilltops.
SESA offers scholarships in Basketball, Golf, Netball and Snowsports as well as individual athlete and individual surfing
programs. SESA sport programs are aligned to National Sport Organisation pathways and endorsed by the relevant
State Sporting Organisation. Athletes receive holistic programs that include technical and skill development, physical
preparation and personal development components.
SESA will be participating in netball, basketball & golf with a total of 38 athletes and 12 coaches and managers in
attendance.

Illawarra Academy of Sport (IAS)
Illawarra Academy of Sport was the first Regional Academy of Sport established in 1985 and since that time has
provided scholarships to more than 6800 local athletes. In 2022, IAS has 335 athletes across 10 programs and covers
over 30 sports.
The Academy operates through the Illawarra’s geographic region comprising the five local government areas of: Kiama,
Shellharbour, Shoalhaven, Wingecarribee and Wollongong.
Illawarra has a rich history in developing and elevating athletes to higher representative honours. The IAS has
produced 22 Olympians and Paralympians, 20 Commonwealth Games Representatives, 11 World Champions and 75
Senior National Team Representatives over the past three decades.
At the 2022 Your Local Club Academy Games the IAS will have over 200 athletes, coaches and staff across the sports
of Basketball, Cycling, Golf, Hockey, Netball, Triathlon and Volleyball. Boasting its largest Academy Games contingent,
Team IAS is excited to

continue to build on the culture and success of previous
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events.

Western Region Academy of Sport (WRAS)
Formed in 1991, the Western Region Academy of Sport (WRAS) has seen over 4250 athletes awarded scholarships in
Academy programs.
Based in the Central West of NSW and covering over 90,000 square kilometres, WRAS is one of the largest
geographical academies. The region covers 17 local government areas: Bathurst Regional, Bland, Blayney, Cabonne,
Cowra, Dubbo Regional, Forbes, Gilgandra, Hilltops, Lachlan, Lithgow, Mid-Western Regional, Narromine, Oberon,
Orange, Parkes and Weddin.
In 2022, WRAS supports over 170 athletes, coaches and officials across 12 different sporting programs.
WRAS has continued to play a vital role in the pathway to regional, state, national and international success for
regional athletes, coaches and officials.

Southern Sports Academy (SSA)
Since its inception in 1992, the Southern Sports Academy has assisted over 3000 young athletes from the South
West of the state, in achieving their goals. These athletes have often resided in some of the most remote parts of the
state, with the Southern Sports Academy servicing a region that includes 22 Local Government Areas and over
156,000 square kilometers in area.
Our athletes attending the Academy Games are not only proud to represent the Southern Sports Academy, but also
their home towns, some of which include Mangoplah (pronounced mango-plar), Bywong, Grong Grong and Tullibigeal
(pronounced tulla-ba-jeel)!
The Southern Sports Academy is delighted to have 119 athletes attend the 2022 Your Local Club Academy Games,
supported by 26 coaching and managerial staff. Southern Sports Academy are represented in Basketball, Netball,
Netball Officiating, Golf, Hockey & Cycling here at the Games.

Far West Academy of Sport (FWAS)
The Far West Academy of Sport was started back in 1997 and has some unique challenges due to geographic size.
It has the largest territorial region of all Academies with a coverage area of 220,000 sq km. and makes up 42% of the
state of NSW.
Although this area is the largest, it is comprised of the smallest population of all academies with approximately 33,000
residents between its Warren to Broken Hill catchment area. There are currently 100 athletes in scholarship
programs.
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FWAS has one of the highest per capita percentage of state and national level athletes coming out of some of the
most rural, remote and economically disadvantaged areas of the state.
Currently the Academy offers 4 squad sports including Tennis, Netball, and tackle Rugby League Programs for both
male and female athletes.
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Event Schedule
FRIDAY 8TH APRIL
Basketball: Bolton Park Sports Stadium, Kildare Catholic College, Wagga Wagga High School
Hockey: Jubilee Park Hockey Complex

Netball: Wagga Multipurpose Stadium – Equex Centre

SATURDAY 9TH APRIL
Basketball: Bolton Park Sports Stadium, Kildare
Catholic College, Wagga Wagga High School
Hockey: Jubilee Park Hockey Complex

Golf: Junee Golf Course
Indoor Volleyball: Riverina Anglican College

Netball: Wagga Multipurpose Stadium – Equex

Cycling: Wantabadgery

Centre
Triathlon: Lake Albert

SUNDAY 10TH APRIL
Basketball: Bolton Park Sports Stadium, Kildare
Catholic College, Wagga Wagga High School
Hockey: Jubilee Park Hockey Complex
Netball: Wagga multipurpose Stadium – Equex
Centre
Triathlon: Lake Albert

Golf: Wagga Wagga Country Club
Indoor Volleyball: Riverina Anglican College
Cycling: Pomingalarna Cycling Complex
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Draws
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Triathlon
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Merchandise
The 2022 Your Local Club Academy Games merchandise will be available for purchase from
TeamsWear Australia at the following venues across the weekend:
Friday:
Netball - Opening Ceremony and matches
Basketball - Bolton Park
Saturday:
Hockey - All day
Netball - All day
Basketball - Kildare until 1pm
Sunday:
Cycling - 8-12pm
Indoor Volleyball - 8-10.30am
Triathlon - 11am-TBC
Please note, there will be no online purchases of items prior to the event this year. All of the
following merchandise is subject to availability on the above days and times.
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Media Coverage
Visit www.academygames.com.au for the latest news, venue information, contact details, draws,
and daily results.
You can follow the games on Facebook and Instagram on @yourlocalclubacademygames

The hashtag for the Games is #AG2022 – where you can find pictures, news and articles from the
Academy Games weekend.
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Photography
The 2022 Your Local Club Academy Games official photographer is Kevin Bull Photography. All
images will be available a week after the event on http://www.kevinbullphotography.com/ for
purchase or download. Kevin’s team will be present throughout the weekend across all events at
different times, with the intention of capturing as many squads as possible.
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COVID Safety Plan –April 5th 2022
With just days to go until the 2022 Academy Games, the RAS collective would like to assure
everyone that in undertaking the event, that the health and safety of all participants is paramount
in our planning and delivery.
The Regional Academies of Sport (RAS) collectively agreed last week to a united and consistent
approach to protocols around the ever-evolving COVID-19 situation.
Please be aware that we are taking every precautionary measure to mitigate any risk and keep our
athletes, coaches, umpires, families, staff and community safe in these challenging times. Whilst
COVID safety protocols are continually changing, the RAS has adopted the process outlined below:
Pre-Academy Games
•

RAS strongly recommends that every participant (athletes, coaches, staff, families
attending) has a RAT test PRIOR to departure to Wagga Wagga.
This is to help reduce the risk of spreading COVID and keep everyone safe. It is very
important that you must NOT attend the weekend if you have tested positive on a RAT
or PCR test within 7 days, have any COVID symptoms or be deemed a close contact of
someone with COVID (NSW Government Health Regulations).

•

If you do present with symptoms prior to Academy Games, please get yourself tested
ASAP and let your Academy staff know of results. (RAT kits will be available at each
venue)

•

If you test positive, please follow current NSW Health guidelines, inform your Academy
staff of the positive result and Do Not Travel.

•

If you present with symptoms and do not get results back before Friday morning (8
April), please contact us and we would ask you to NOT attend the games.
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During Academy Games
•

If you present with symptoms whilst at the Academy Games, the current protocol (in
line with NSW Health guidelines) will be:
o Get a Rapid Antigen Test as soon as possible (each Academy staff will have RAT
tests available).

o If positive, the respective Academy staff will isolate the athlete, implement safe
handling procedures and contact the parents immediately to facilitate logistics.

o Those that shared accommodation with the athlete overnight will be deemed as
household contacts and will be immediately withdrawn from future competition
and treated as a household contact (as recommended by NSW Health) with
parents appropriately notified.
o Athletes who have tested positive to COVID (and completed 7 days isolation)
within the past 12 weeks will not be required to isolate as per NSW Health.

Wearing Masks
RAS strongly recommends that you wear a mask during bus travel as well as at indoor venues such
as the Basketball and Netball, unless they are playing or umpiring. Please ensure you have an
adequate supply with you for the weekend.Please reach out to the RAS Games team should you
need clarification on anything. On behalf of the NSW Regional Academies of Sport and the SSA
Academy Games Organising Committee, thank you for your co-operation in communicating and
observing these COVID safe protocols. We look forward to welcoming you to Wagga Wagga later
this week … safely.
Kind regards,

Mark Calverley
CEO – Southern Sports Academy
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